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AND KOREA 


VOICE OF AMERICA IS LOUD: 
IS UNAMERICANISM LOUDER? 


We have a lot to learn from 
the Korean war. 


Quite a few Negro troops 
have been slugging it out with 
the Reds in the Far East for 
many tragic weeks. 

We have been perfectly 
willing that they should fight 
in defense of our free demo- 
cratic way of life. But we 
have not been willing to share 
with our Negro citizens the 
educational opportunities that 
are an essential part of our 

“Christian democratic heritage. 

What is happening in Korea 


: today is another timely re- 
' minder that race prejudice is 


, 


. about the American way of 


-by peace-time luxuries, by 


the greatest folly. If we con- 
tinue to tolerate blatant con- 
tradictions between Christian 
democratic principles and our 
day-by-day practices, our 
chances of survival as a free 
people in this explosive world 
will be only a forlorn hope. 
In the light of the Korean 
crisis, race prejudice at home 
is more clearly seen for what 
it really is—a kind of treason 
against our armed forces, 


\against the United Nations, 


against humanity. 


We do not need a bigger and | 


louder Voice of America. We 
do not need more propaganda 


life. We do not need to tell 
the world all over again how 
many bathtubs and television 
sets we have. 

A billion dollar appropria- 
tion for more radio hokum 
will not provide one seat in 
one school for one Negro 
child. We need less radio hog- 
wash and more school facili- 
ties for more Negros. 

If we ever get around to 
facing the realities of life, the 
immediate expansion of edu- 
cational opportunities for ra- 
cial minority groups will ac- 
complish far more for the 
Christian democratic cause, 
here and abroad, than a thou- 
sand global broadcasts in- 
forming the world that the 
people of Washington have 
purchased 700 deep freeze!. 
sets in the past three weeks. 

It is difficult to imagine| 
how we will save our own} 
souls, or save the world from 
Communism, by buying deep 
freeze sets. 

The Korean war may make 
us realize, at long last, that 
the diabolical menace of Com- 
munism will not be defeated | 


ia couple obvious questions: | 


|is a good place to begin our 
redemption. 


|in recent months is taking 
place in the deep South. Cath- 


(Continued on page 8) 


“‘KIND-HEARTED’ MEN 
OF BUSINESS TO AID 
SLUM CLEARANCE 


Washington — Recently our 
leading paper featured in its 
financial section a_ story 
|headed, “Private Enterprise 
Takes a Crack at Slum Clear- 
ance.” The paper, without its 
usual discernment, reported 
now a “kind-hearted” business 
man was doing his bit for 
Washington’s slum problem 
by tearing down’ four ‘totter- 
ing old frame houses to erect 
a shiny new apartment house 
for Colored. 

The reporter said naively, 
“All tenants have been evicted. 
They readily agreed on learn- 
ing that housing for Negroes 
was to replace the dwelling.” 
Evidently the reporter was 
never evicted, and doesn’t 
know that an eviction notice 
means, “Get out or we'll 
throw you out in the street.” 

And the humanitarian mo- 
tive of the businessman seems 
a little questionable when we 
read that the cheapest one- 
room -efficiency will rent at 





80 dollars a month. Although | 


there is a minority of Negro 
professional people who can 
afford this housing, and will 
be glad for the chance to move 
out of their dank-halled walk- 
ups, the greater majority will 
still be stuck with crowded, 
ill-kept housing. 

This seems to be the true) 
“point” of the story, of inter< 
est to other businessemen | 
interested in making money | 


off the Negro who can’t find al 
of opportunity to meet Amer- 


decent place to live: “This is| 
an instance of what private 
enterprise out to make a re- 
turn on its investment can do | 
|in the field of slum clearance,” 
says the engineer of the proj- 
ect. (our underline) 
Expensive apartments on 
old slum sites may be the! 
answer to Negro housing. 
However, this story brings up 


What happened to the fam-| 
ilies living in the old frame 
houses? Were they thrown 
back into the general slum) 





high-pressure advertising, by 
propaganda, or by a few more 
atom bombs, but only by pro- 
found renewal of the - Chris- 
tian democratic spirif. f 


. The vast field of education 


ay 


pool to fight their way into 
some little hole in the wall? 


The most encouraging edu-| 
cational work I have observed | 


| tensified by the limited chance | 
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AMERICAN CAMPUSES 


(Editor’s note: This is an excerpt from the article “Foreign Visitors | 
and | 


On American Campuses,” appearing in the August, 1949, “Survey,” 
written by Frank Riley and James A. Peterson. It is good for teachers 


to return to schools. Those in Catholic institutions might think about 
their obligation of charity in this respect. We know of a young Negro 
girl from the South who had always been keenly interested in the 
Church, that is until she attended a Catholic schcol where her sincere 
enthusiasm was met with clanish reserve and even prejudice.) 


The study (see Editor’s Note) reveals a wide variety of| 


UCI. 


BIG NOISE BY LITTLE PEOPLE IN ALTON, iL 


|mediated with 
|Board. It was agreed to with- 
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10 Scans 


Alton, Illinois, has been in 
the interracial news lately, in 
an infamous sort of way. A 


_| complete report would require 


space much beyond the facili- 
ties of this newspaper, but 
here are some of the high- 
lights: 

Illinois has a state law 
against segregated schools 
and the Jenkins amendment 
whithholding state money 
from such schools. East St. 
Louis is an outstanding ex- 
ample of obedience to the law 


| undergcitizen pressure, while 


Alton is a focal point of resist- 
ance. 

The school situation came to 
a head there at the end of 
1949 when the Negro Business 
Men’s League was told that 
the new Junior High School 
which was to be built would 
not be interracial and would 
not hire Negro teachers. Of- 
ficials of the National Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of 
Colored People protested to 
the school board. They also, 
at an Alton mass meeting, ad- 
vised that colored children 
should go to the school nearest 
them. 

“On January 22, 1949, a 
committee was set up whose 
members would act as cap- 
tains to take the children to 
the schools nearest them.* 
They were told to get trans- 
fers from the Board of Educa- 
tion. The colored children 
went into the halls in most 
cases. The white and colored 
children played together and 
one white child asked her 
teacher to let the Negro chil- 
dren come into the classroom. 
On the 23, 24, and 25 the color- 
ed children came to school 
with their captains but were 


inot allowed to enter the 
and students to think about this, at the moment when they are about | 


classrooms. Large crowds 
appeared. The Governor’s 
Interracial Commission and 
Attorney Jones (of NAACP) 
the School 


draw the colored children on 


reasons for the unhappy discontent of these young guests,| the 26th, and instead to take 


among them the unfamiliar red tape of American academic 
procedure, particularly registration; inadequate explanation 


/and counsel in trying to adjust to a whole new set of adminis- children. 


| trative customs and rules; lack? 


Racism Heresy Catholic 
Leader Tells Assembly 


Mobile, 


icans on a natural and friend- 
ly footing; the housing prob- 
lem; the currency problem; 
racial and religious prejudice; 
barriers to part time employ-| 
ment; language difficulties, in-|approves of discrimination 
against Negroes in the South 
to gain English=speaking|or anywhere else is ridicu- 
friends and acquaintances. | lous,” Knights of Peter Claver 

The students chosen typified | delegates were. told here by 
ithe general foreign student 
body on American campuses. 
Boys outnumbered girls two 
to one. White students out-}. “There is no other organiza- 
numbered the darker-skinned | tion in this nation more inter- 
by about three to one. The| ested in civil rights than the 
group included both married|Church. You have but to read 


| secretary of the Catholic Com- 
mittee of the South. 





How many Negroes can af- 

ford this type of housing? 

What about those who can’t? 
-) >: ‘Bs DELANEY, 





and unmarried students. Their 

average age was 23; their re-|cyclicals to find the mind of 

ligious backgrounds Roman | the Ghurch in civil wrongs, he 
“(Con On page 8) . continued, ..i:.. . 


Philip S. Ogilvie, executive | 








the Gospels and the Social En-| 


legal action. An injunction 
was filed on behalf of two 
The judge denied 
'the injunction because he said 
he feared disturbances in the 
courtroom. A temporary in- 
junction was denied and a 
hearing set for April 10. A 


Ala.— “Racism is|counter injunction was filed 
heresy; to say that the Church | 


(Continued on page 7) 
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EDITORIALS 


One of the most vital problems facing an agonized 
civilization is the problem ‘of education. Conscious 
men all over the world are trying to discern the role 
our institutions of higher learning and of culture have 
played in. bringing us to our present state of bewilder- 
ment. In Europe educators and philosophers are al- 
most unanimous in their appeals for the recasting of 
an educational system, steeped in a traditional classic- 
ism, to prepare men to cope with the problems which a 
technical age imposes upon them. They hope that they 
have not been too. late in learning that man will not 
solve the problems of his times by a retreat into the 
rarefied atmosphere of “traditional culture,” or flight 
into a puerile spirituality. They are now aware, and 
they hope their awakening is not too late, that the facts 
of the modern world must be met by other facts and 
deeds and that few things will be resolved by mere 
pious exhortations or wistful remembrances of past 
glory. 

On the other hand, the United States, cradle of the 
Hydrogen bomb, and land of the greatest concentration 
of technical progress ever known to man, finds its 
thinkers profoundly concerned with preparing its 
youth intellectually and morally to use these potential 
Frankensteins as instruments of man’s salvation rather 
than his degradation, and to assume leadership in a 
sick and tormented world. They have come to discover 
that refrigerators, more and better cars, comic books 
and Hollywood do not make a man civilized nor fill the 
moral requirements for his salvation. And that a 
Christian (for United States has not yet denied that 
it is a Christian nation), and in fact, not even a human- 
istic culture can be acquired by semester hours, credits, 
points, etc. 

Looking at both sides, it is plain to see that turning 
out an integrated youth is perhaps the chief concern 
of present day education. Catholics should be espe- 
cially concerned with this problem, for we have the re- 
sponsibility of forming a youth who will realistically 
confront the fiction of atheism with the fact of God 
and the laissez-faire of secular man with acts of a man 
ever conscious of his dual nature. Ours is the respon- 
sibility of teaching youth not only in the schools but 
beginning in their families, how to translate their 
spirituality into concrete acts and how to make all of 
the creations of human genius sing the glory of Him 
who is the source of all creation. L. K. 


MEDIOCRITY 


With a multiude of people today it is not so much that their 
mediocre lives—lives centered around the acquisition of the 
material comforts and the selfish fears and pleasures of our 
superficial American civilization—prevent them striving after 
the Christian ideal; it is more that the ideal has never been 
presented seriously to them, and they have become mediocre 
through lack of an alternative. 

Many a former schoolboy, potential saint with a soul un- 
consciously yearning for God, is today a self-seeking man of 
the world with his worries, joys and pleasures pretty much 
rooted in the things of this life. We are told to conform, to fit 
in, and we lose sight of the truth that the Christian life must 
always be a battle, that the conformist has never been the 
saint, that a growth in satisfaction with the things of this 
world is the poorest sort of preparation for life with God. 

No man can really rejoice in his mediocrity. There must 
always be at least an unconscious realization that the re- 
sources of his soul have not been tapped. And there is, per- 
haps, in most of the mediocre a hidden desire for a modern 
saint to point out the path and lead the way to the fuller, 
richer life promised by the Gospels. Yet, so unfamiliar are 
we with the practice of a full Christianity that a modern 
Francis or Assisi, were he to make an appearance in our 
midst, would be a greater scandal to the average Catholic 








than a new Catholic reared dictator. J. G. 
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LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR 


August 28, 1950. 
Dear Editor: 

J. G., who is responsible for 
your first page piece, “You 
|Leave Me Cold,” in the Au- 
gust issue, is obviously not an 
editor. Anybody who has ever 
had to edit a publication is 
regularly assailed by manu- 
scripts from people with pana- 
ceas, oversimplified answers 
to complex issues, and wordy 
(long-winded) exposes of the 
world’s ills. 

It is unfortunate and I sus- 
pect that Fr. Hartnett is due 
an apology, that J. G. should 
misconstrue his remarks to 
mean that he is opposed to ar- 
ticles which would charige the 
existing social, economic and 
political system. 

Fr. Hartnett is obviously re- 
ferring to a certain type of ar- 
ticle which is the editor’s pe- 
culiar penance to have to read 
and reject. Fr. Hartnett is not 
opposed to,.and a reading of 
America, which he edits, will 
demonstrate conclusively that 
he is for “changing these 
things” which are not Chris- 
tian in our social and economic 
order. 

I suspect that Fr. Hartnett 
could have been a little more 
careful in his language, but 
J. G. should have tried to un- 
derstand Fr. Hartnett’s point. 
For penance I think that J. G. 
should be forced to read twen- 
ty manuscripts of the kind 
described above. 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 


Ed. Marciniak, 


Labor Alliance. 





28 West 127th Street 
New York, New York 
August 19th, 1950 


The Catholic Interracialist 
34 West 135th Street 
New York 30, New York 
Dear Sirs: 

I just became familiar with 
your organization today. Asa 
matter of fact I was walkin 
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A POINT OF ETIQUETTE 


Virgin Mary to whom I owe 

Whatever in my life that’s free from taint, 
Those little virtues that both come and go 
And keep me ’twixt the devil and the saint; . 


Whatever in my motives that was right 


When, say, I gave a hungry man some bread, 


Or guided on a chap who lost his sight, 


Or passed to friend some counsel I had read; 


And still greater debt for guiding me each day 
Editor of WORK. | Past obstacles I did not see, 
Published by the Catholic|/Or wouldn’t have had the strength to push away 


If you had not assisted me; 


(That I may not all filled with goodness pose 


You know full well who knew my heart since birt 


h; 


But you, who lend your fragrance to the rose, 
Still draw perfume from smelly things of earth) 


When on some distant day 


_\ 


(where shall it be?) 


I lie an ancient, grey, and dying one, 


g|And you, I pray, have formed at last in me 


along 125th Street when I saw/ A lasting image of Thy dying Son; 


one of your members, a young 
boy, selling the Interracialist. 
I passed him by at first but 
decided to come back, out of 


of the newspaper. My curios- 
ity was stirred by the fact that 
such a young fellow was ap- 
parently sacrificing more 
pleasant recreations to sell a 


street. I was further im- 
pressed by the fact that he 
was white, and _ therefore 
would be met with a certain 
amount of ridicule and aloof- 
ness in the heart of a predom- 
inately Negro Community. It | 
stimulated my desire to find 
out exactly what your organ- 
ization stands for. That is 
primarily the reason for this 
letter, in addition to asking a/| 
few questions pertaining to| 
your work in Harlem. 

It seems to me that in the 
past couple of years, the Cath- 
olics have become more ac- 
tive in Harlem among the 
Negro people. It was a time, 
not so very long ago, that the 
Catholic seemed to foster the 
ideas of racial animosity more 
than any other denomination. 
There were cases that I was 
directly familiar with where- 
by Negro girls were not per- 
mitted to enter a certain Cath- 
olic school here in Harlem. 
One very rarely saw a Negro 
Nun or Priest. In many 
plaees, like New Orleans, 





(For who should doubt the 


wonders that you may 


Choose to work in those who trust 
curiosity, and purchase a copy | To thee the moulding of this lump of clay, 


The transformation of this 


dust) 


As | await last show of Adam’s curse 
Grant me to live until I pen, 

Christian newspaper on the|]n grateful prose or love directed verse, 
A thank-you note to thee, Amen. 


J. G. 





Negro parishioners, though 
they are allowed in 
church, are made to sit in 
segregated sections. These 
things all made a very bad 
impression on the Negro peo- 
ple, and built up a powerful 
resentment against the Cath- 
olic church. ... The Irish peo- 
ple have long embraced the 
Catholic faith, and have been 
chiefly responsible for its firm’ 
establishment in this country. 
As a result of this, the Cath- 
olic church. became to mean 
an “Irish Church” to the Ne- 


the | 





gro people. Why should the 
Negro people be turned away 
from the Catholic church be- 
cause of its largely Irish fol- 
lowing and Clergy? I think it 
is because of the lowly eco- 
nomic status of the two 
groups which consequently 
put the two groups together 
on the same basis in the strug- 


5S i ot a 


plainly seen, then, how the 
animosity grew from both 
sides. 
the racial attitude of the 
United States, the Irish usual- 
ly considered himself superior 
in spite of the fact that he was 
competing for the same posi- 
tion as the Negro or was em- 
ployed in the same capacity. 
At this ‘point I would like to 
ask you what prompted you, 
as Catholics, to attempt to in- 
terest the Negro people in the 
Catholic Church? Is this the 
general policy of the higher 
Catholic hierarchy, or only 
various groups concerned 
with taking it upon them- 
selves to spread racia! 
amity?... 
Thanking you in advance 
for your kind consideration in 
replying to this lengthy dis- 
course, I am 
- * Yours very 


t 


the |gle for a living. It can be! William Wilkes Bradfield 
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™, CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
? AND THE CATHOLIC MIND 


JIM GUINAN 


pwyMat we need is education; 
‘We need’ it daily more and 
more; 
Books and schools we must 
not ration, 
_ But please don’t ask us what 
they’re for. 
J. G. 


Probably no subject is so 
} superficially talked about by 
men of learning as that of ed- 
A | ucation. There would seem to 
|| be an implicit agreement 
among educators that the pur- 
' pose of education shall go un- 
discussed. And yet, of course, 
in any activity the end or pur- 
pose is the guiding light with- 
out which only blindness can 
reign. Consider, for example, 
the tragedy that would result 
if pie makers forgot for a brief 


‘i period that pies were meant 


40 be eaten by men. The pie 
market might soon be flooded 
with new and varied types of 


wae. Dies containing a variety of in- 


gredients poisonous to the hu- 
man system. Now, if blindness 
as to the purpose of a pie can 
_ bring death to the body, blind- 
ness as to the purpose of edu- 
cation can bring death to both 
body and soul. The subject of 
this paper, however, is Cath- 
| Olic education. Although it is 


true that Catholic educators'| 


do not share in the general ig- 
norance as to the purpose of 
gpucation, it is likewise true 
«lat in our Catholic schools 
| this purpose doesn’t begin to 
| exercise its proper function as 
} the guiding light ordering to 
itself every subject in the cur- 
riculum. 

The purpose of a Catholic 
| education is the formation of 
a Catholic man or woman, 
However, schools are design- 
.ed for learning and what the 
} tormal training of our Catho- 
| lie schools is primarily and 
directly responsible for is the 
(“formation of the Catholic 
i} mind. This is not intended to 
deny other functions of a 
Catholic school in relation to 
the student’s will, imagination, 
emotions, and even, perhaps, 
physical development. But 
the formation of the Catholic 
_mind is the central duty of 
the school. Failure to perform 
this task leaves the Catholic 
will without its strong sup- 
port, the imagination fruitless, 
and the emotions in a state of 
immaturity. The few remarks 
made here will pertain prima- 
rily to the college level of 
education. It should be ex- 
pected that at this level, if not 
sooner, the Catholic mind will 
have reached a state of de- 
velopment suitable to adult 
~ living. . 

Many would not agree that 
the central problem of our ed- 
ucation is the formation of the 
Catholic mind. Recently a 
Catholic educator told me, “it 
isn’t the Cathoic mind we fail 
to form, it’s the Catholic will. 
For example, students learn 
* the social teaching of the 
Church, they can give you 
back verbatim the words of 
t the Pope, but they fail to see 
the connection of all this to 
practical life.” Now it is dif- 
ficult for me to see how any- 
_ one can really see the Church’s 
vision of society without see- 
ing its practicality. In my es- 
timation such students no 
more see the full Catholic vi- 
sion of things that the nor- 
mally intelligent and inform- 

;. non-Catholic sees the 
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ed 
Church itself, Paul Blanshard, | something unreasonable about 


for example, once given a few 
good books to clear up mis- 
conceptions, could tell you 
what are the claims of the 
Church and what it teaches, 
but he still wouldn’t see the 
Church; he would still fail to 
even remotely approach its 
reality. 

It does seem that -a Catholic 
mind presumes a Catholic will 
at least to the extent that 
choosing and undertaking the 


difficult labor involved in the} 


forming of a Catholic mind is 
an exercise of a Catholic will. 


Nor can this mind be formed | 


without a certaip subordina- 
tion of personal self-interest 
and satisfaction for the sake 
of its attainment. Thus any- 
one attending a school pri- 
marily in order to obtain a lu- 
crative position in society or 
for pleasant social contacts 
will never form a Catholic 
mind until his personal prac- 
tical values are changed. Nev- 
ertheless, it is my contention 
that it is exactly this Catholic 
mind that our education fails 
to develop. The critical issue 
is the forming of a Catholic 
mind, and until Catholic edu- 
cators begin to really see that 
this is the issue, and plan 
accordingly, I do not see -how 
any major reform in our edu- 
cation can be accomplished. 
Granted, there is probably not 
a president of a Catholic col- 
lege in the country who 
wouldn’t maintain (the prob- 
able occasion, a graduation 
address) that his institution 
was attempting to form Catf- 
olic mentalities. The best of 
them, however, realize that it 
isn’t generally being done. 


During the middle ages 
education was given in an 
atmosphere of Faith. The 
gothic cathedral is as much 
a witness to the Catholic 
frame of mind of the medieval 
man as that modern tower of 
Babel, the skyscraper, is a 
witness to our secular mind. 
Branches of learning in the 
middle ages were viewed in 
the light of the Faith. A per- 
son studying Classical Latin, 
for example, was not likely to 
be unduly enamored of the 
natural virtues encountered. 
For he was living in an atmos- 
phere of Faith and Christian 
virtue, a much lovelier thing, 
was part of the life about him. 
Students of philosophy had no 
difficulty in remembering 
they were Christians, or that 
philosophy is the handmaid 
of the Faith’ and should be 
studied in itself and with in- 
tensity precisely because it is 
such an excellent handmaid. 
It is unlikely that in an atmos- 
phere of Faith there were to 
be found the blind stupidities 
that are an every day occur- 
rence on our Catholic Ameri- 
can campuses. Here we find 
students captivated by the 
virtues found in classical 
Latin literature to the detri- 
ment of their appreciation of 
Christian virtue; largely be- 
cause of their own insufficient 
personal experience of Chris- 
tian virtue, and because public 
manifestations of it are rather 
uncommon. The mental image 
they have of Christian virtue 
is likely to be that of a pious 
young girl with folded hands 
and lowered head about whom 
rumors are whispered that 
she will soon be in a convent. 
Here we find students who 
view philosophy as final wis- 
dom and feel there must be 


am 
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a Christian man who looks at 
the problems of the world in 
the light of his Christian 


Faith. Here we find students | 


for whom natural ethics is the 
only Christian moral guide, 
and for whom. the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit are relegated to 
the land of dreams. 

These are the blunderings 
that occur in subject matters 
that had previously been well 
integrated into a Christian 
life. What of the confusions, 
distortions, and _ blindnesses 
which must surround the host 
of modern subjects that have 
been born and brought to 
maturity outside the Catholic 
heritage and to which only a 
sprinkling of Catholic scholar- 


ship has been applied! Cardi- | 


nal Suhard in his pastoral 
letter of 1947, “Growth or 
Decline,” mentioned as one of 


the most pressing needs today | 


the formulation of a new 
Summa which well serve for 


this world that has grown up | 


about us much the same as 
St. Thomas’ Summa served 
for another age. A good deal 


| could have been accomplished 


in this regard had our educa- 


tional system during the past | 


fifty years been geared to 
producing Catholic minds in- 
stead of individuals who view 
and perform the works of the 
world much as the world 
views and performs them and 
yet hold their religion dear as 
a personal and valuable, if im- 
practical, possession. How- 
ever, much can still he accom- 


| plished if we choose to under- 


take the task. But to do this 
we must be willing to review 
the whole body of knowledge 
searchingly and perseveringly 
in the light of our Faith. And 
toward the fulfillment of this 
task we should unburden 
ourselves of the tremendous 
weight we have assumed in 
our attempt to rival state in- 
stitutions in the preparation 
of cogs for a_ secularized 
society. 


Vocational education has, of 
course, a legitimate place in 
education, although, in our 
imitation of the secular trend, 
it has assumed a role out of 
all proportions in our Catholic 
education. But of most im- 
portance our so-called voca- 
tional education has not 
stemmed from a Christian 
philosophy, or theology, ‘of 
work, but rather from an al- 
most complete and uncritical 
acceptance of the whole field 
of secular work. We have set 
out to prepare men not for 
Christian vocations but for 
what work there happens to 
be; not to do what should be 
done but te do those things a 
secularized society will pay a 
man for doing. However, 
even in regard to talents that 
can well be employed in per- 
forming a Christian function 
it is not absolutely necessary 
that these talents always be 
leerned from a Catholic teach- 
er. I agree with Chesterton 
that there is a Catholic way 
of teaching anything even the 
alphabet, but the more me- 
chanical the thing or task to 
be known the less fulfilling of 
the man, the less educational. 
With many matters the Cath- 
olic view of life is operative 
primarily in giving direction 
or right purpose to the talent 
acquired. If a man has a 
Catholic mind it shouldn’t be 
of too great consequence 
where he obtains his engineer- 
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he LOVE SONGS, by 


Dom Rembert Sorg, 0.S.B., 
Pio Decimo Press. 


Most Catholics are well 
enough acquainted with the 
|New Testament story of Our 
|Lord’s composition. of the 
Pater Noster to realize that 


of the perfect prayer; but few 
of us fully understand that 
|the psalms of the Old Testa- 
'ment are equally well qualifi- 
\ed as perfect prayer, and for 
|the same reason —their pri- 
mary author is God the Holy 
Ghost. In. the psalms there- 
\fore God Himself teaches us 


| how to praise God. Dom Rem- 


bert Sorg brings this out by 
|quoting Cassiodorus: “It is by 
the psalms that our vigils are 
made sweet, when the voice 
of man breaks into music as 
the choirs chant in the silent 
night, and that Word of God 
'which came for the salvation 
of mankind is given back in 
isweetly modulated tone to 
Him Who gave it.” 

In the psalms, as in all in- 
'spired writing, there is both 
'a literal and a spiritual mean- 
|ing, and Dom Sorg emphasizes 
|that it is the spiritual mean- 


their universal appeal, their 
catholicity, and has rendered 
them suitable for liturgical 
worship for three thousand 
years. For it is the one hun- 
dred and fifty psalms, which 
|together with hymns, short 
| prayers, and scriptural read- 
‘ings, form the basis of the 
Divine Office, the Opus Dei. 
'To be prepared to pray the 
psalms properly, the Holy 
Spirit must be present in the 
soul, through Baptism and 
Confirmation. St. Paul said 
that when filled with the Holy 
Spirit, the early Christians 
spoke to one another in 
“psalms, hymns, and spiritual 
songs.” Conversely, to those 
who have not the love of God 
|in their hearts, the psalms are 
a closed book. 

A glance at the psalter 
reveals that the name of God 
is ever on the psalmist’s lips; 
in some pslams it occurs twice 
in every verse. In form the 
psalms are lyric poetry, and 
the only way in which their 
| true beauty can be expressed 
is by singing them. St. Atha- 
nasius has said that by sing- 
ing the psalms men thereby 
love God with their whole 
power, and their whole 
strength. Dom Sorg inserts a 
word of caution, that it is not 
to please men, nor for the 
sake of esthetics, that the 





but where “right spirit 
abounds . . . consummate art 
and esthetic perfection are 





the offing.” 

In conclusion Dom Sorg 
suggests memorizing the 
psalms as a method to a fuller 
|understanding of them, recal- 
\ling that in earlier days, 
memorization of the psalter 
was required of all candidates 
by monastic rule. Moreover, 
while singing the psalms, we 
should be ever conscious of 
doing so as part of that august 
community, the mystical body 
of Christ. 

“God’s Love Songs” is a 





| Our Bookshelf 


ithis prayer deserves the title | 


|many Catholics. 
jical, named KERYX (Greek 










psalms merely part of a rou- 
tine, 
Marguerite Gallagher 


KERYX 


A new Catholic magazine is 
always good news, but one put 


;out by a group of students 


who belong to an often mis- 
understood minority pleases 
The period- 


word meaning herald) is the 
product of St. Basil’s College, 
the first Catholic college for 


|men to be opened under the 


auspices of the struggling 
Ukraino - Byzantine Diocese, 
one of the two American 


|\Catholic dioceses which fol- 
|low the Byzantine rather than 


\the Roman rite in the Mass, 
|The students of St. Basil’s 
|have pooled their talents and, 





ing which gives the psalms | 


together with such guest writ- 
jers as Sister Madaleva, 
Blanche Jennings Thompson 
and the Rev. James A. Lord, 
have reconverted their for- 
mer college publication into a 
commendable and mature 
magazine. 


On the whole, the present 
issue of Keryx shows prom- 
‘ise of being a definite influ- 
‘ence for good as well as a 
source of wholesome entertain- 
ment. The editorial is an ap- 
peal for more positive view- 
points in contemporary Cath- 
olic writings. Sister Mada- 
leva’s contribution, The Small 
|Catholic College, is excellent 
and the symposium on What 





psalms are to be well sung, | 


there too or immediately in| 


Is.a College Education? ton- 
tains some very interesting 
‘and Christian answers, 
| Blanche Jennings Thompson’s 
| Navajo Saga is a preview to a 
full-length book on a long- 
| suffering race. We were amus- 
|ed by Monster or Martyr? on 
‘Oscar Wilde, and Utopia, 
D. C., a satire on—guess what? 
The translation of Olesia, a 
folk tale, and the article, Song 
of Ihor, on a Ukrainian epic, 
increased our knowledge and 
appreciation of Ukrainian lit- 
erature one hundred percent. 
|Keryx has poetry too. The 
witty poem Success Story re- 
minded us of the pointed 
verses found ig Integrity, and 
the serious poems are com~+ 
mendable. TV vs. ED poses 
one of the problems of the 
modern family. Stay, Thou 
Art So Fair, on the Faust leg- 
end, is unique. And even an 
article with such a forbidding 
title as Horatius, sustinator 
vitae linguae can be fun. We 
congratulate our Byzantine 
brethren. E.G. 


New Survey Reveals 
Number of Students 


There were nearly 60,000 
Negro students enrolled in 
colleges, universities and pro- 
fessional schools in the United 
States during the school year 
|of 1949-50, according to The 
Crisis, monthly organ of the 
NAACP. 

Admittedly these figures 
are incomplete. The Crisis 
article states, because of the 
fragmentary information ob- 
tainable from mixed colleges. 
“This pleases us because it 





ing degree. The very regret-| pamphlet that merits reread-|shows a steady trend toward 
able fact is, however, that;|ing at regular intervals, espe-| that integration of Negroes in- 
generally speaking, the Cath-| cially by those to whom aj}to American life which is the 
olic engineer in a Catholic | hurried daily recitation of the | goal of the NAACP,” the ar- 
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(Continued an page 6) 


’ 'Divine Hours has made the/ ticle asserts. 






















Chicago Reporter 


September for us each year is not the usual “back to work,” 
“back to school month.” Rather it is the lull after the hun- 
dreds of summer activities. It is the month for staff vaca- 
tions, and for planning for the fall. 

I write in the closing week of our vacation school for chil- 
dren. Summer is still much with us, and the joy of realizing 
that, along with all the hectic problems we have had, there 
has been a tremendous sense of giving, an enthusiasm, and 
a real attempt at trying to live closer to Christ among all 
those who have come to spend time with us. 


We have been blessed in | 
having the cooperation of the| the Russell 
Catholic Youth Organization |Marciniak Barta family, and 


Barta - Bernice | 
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CATHOLIC INTERRACIALIST 


THREE SIDES 
TO A STORY 


37-32 80th 


August, 1950. 
‘Friendship House: 


cialist” I was greatly surprised 
}and amazed to find a review 
'of a book by Langston Hughes! 
Is your staff aware of the 


politics of this man? If not 





Jackson Heights, N. Y. |! 


As a subscriber to “Interra- | 


they well be enlightenéd by'| 







écpcuakhens 1950 
175 CHICAGO CATHOLIC SCHOOLS ENTER 





INTERRACIAL COUNCIL ESSAY CONTEST @& 






It’s happened so quietly as to be almost imperceptible, b \ 
during the past decade things have been happening in Cathaj 
education. Last spring students of 175 Catholic elementary 
and high schools furnished a concrete example of progress, 
through essays entered in a contest sponsored by the Chicago 
Catholic Interracial Council. The required topic for all 
‘papers? “Interracial Injustice—A Problem For Every 
| Catholic.” 

Fifteen thousand essays poured in to the judges, each one 
showing a'surprising awareness of the social and moral injus- 
tices being heaped upon the dark skinned citizens of the 
United States and the responsibility of Catholics to lead the 
+ world in restoring all things 
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in our vacation school. They | th e bouncing nine pound the list of subversive organi- in Christ r 
sent us Sister Uberta and|David Michael James who) 7ations with which he is re- face a ; 
Sister Melito of the School | arrived at Provident Hospital, ported to be affiliated in “Red A Short Story: i a = ae as 
Sisters of St. Francis, Mil-|August Ist, much to the joy | Channels,” pages 81-82-83 and| 5 1 > lopee Rncetcinee” and “tae 
waukee, who planned and of David and Mary Galloway | 94 Un ortunate eames Pesatice” aoe oun 
ing’s | James. . 

worked out each ggg Th . 1) Sincerely, It went sométhing like this| freely and meaningfully. 
program, and who, in their ere are those who have J.N. Wells. [44 meeting before the House| Would the average elemen- 


own inimitable way, put life, | always feared for the stability 
order, and real purpose into | of Friendship House, because 
the weeks for our many chil- of the number of staff-work- 
dren. Parents’ Night, the ers and volunteers who marry. 
grand finale, never hada more|Not so! Our housemother, 
bountiful exhibit of 


craft |Teevy, not only waxes elo- | Above. a made the following 
work and artistry. That, we|quently on the wonders of |$:4\ements 


know, is to the credit of the 


Christian marriage, in season 


| The editors consulted Mr. 
|Langston Hughes, author of 
Simple Speaks His Mind, in 
relation to the letter printed 


in conversation: 
“In the first place if they 


Lobby Investigating Commit-| tary or high school student of 
tee: ten years ago have been at all 
Participants: interested in labor unions, ra- 
Representative Henderson| ¢jal equality, poverty, mini- 
Lanham, Democrat, Georgia;| mum wage scale—even the 
Secretary of Civil Rights Con-| Mystical Body, a doctrine 


gress, William L. Patterson,| around which all Catholicism 


- 


|mean am I a member of the|reputed Communist. 







‘ : | should revolve? It’s rather 
Sisters, and Joan, Chet Zajac, /and out of season, but, true |Communist party, I am not... Representative Lanham, aS/ doubtful. The youth of today 


Gus Weber, and Pe Gerth. | to her Scotch heritage, she has | ; io es ; ; 
BBY been known to capitalize on | Lhe list of organizations to|acting chairman of the com-| knows what the youth of yes- 
PLAY PLANNED 'which I am supposed to have mittee, had voiced his objec-|terday did not realize—that 




















|romance for the good of the | 
The Teenagers, under the | cause. Recently, she suggested 

direction of Peter Schillaci a sign for above the kitchen | 

and Ann Stull, are out-doing ‘sink, as an aid to good dish-| 

themselves. They’ve a musical | washing — “Do them well. 

comedy in production — a Your future spouse may be | 

modern Romeo and Juliet. | watching you.” 

Lulu Fulth and Eddie Hicks, 

A-1 Chicago volunteers of the F.E.P.C. COMMITTEE 

Plans are in formation right | 


summer, are carrying the} , 
leads, and we are all eagerly now for an F.E.P.C. committee 


awaiting opening night. beverages Kon and so 
.,|teers. We’re beginning ear 

Once the yore en . in order to do a inom in the 
was amazing how the Ord work for the passing of a Fair | 
provided the talents, in the Employment Practices Law| 
person of visiting volunteers. | in Tllinois. The bill is to come 
ah ‘the “wélee.* Gas Webxr up again in the Legislature in 
and Will Mische, Nennahenss? or 1951. Edith Strom is 
Profesionals on’ the “props, |the Yolunteer chairman, and 
eae ‘ ae oe |help of Chicagoans, and peo- 
sain < Real rc . t t |ple from other parts of Illi- 
Pp : a ee eek, We urge the latter par- 





; contend with them. ..Commu- 


forget the ability of Ann Stull | 


ticularly to get in contact | 


belonged or do belong is high- 
ly inaccurate...I personally 
believe in complete freedom 
of speech. If you don’t know 
what people say how can you 


nists have no religion. If I| 
was one how could I have. 
written the song that Marian 
Anderson sings so often, “At 
the Feet of Jesus”?...I don’t 
know of any leading Negro} 
who hasn’t been branded as! 
Red because “he wants people | 
to make a decent living and 
just generally get a chance... 
If I speak to Negro groups it’s 
OK, but if I speak to an inter- 
racial group I am a Red baiter. 
This is basically an anti-Negro | 
attack...Thanks for the op- 
portunity to answer the let- 
ter.” 


Editors Note: Thanks, Mr. 


yelled again. 


tion to a statement in which! the chasm between religion 


| Patterson had said, “The State | and life must be closed up, 
‘of Georgia is trying to legally | and that this can be done only 


lynch Rosa Lee Ingram.” through living the doctrine of 
“You’re a liar,” Lanham | the Mystical Body, by seeing 
shouted. be. i Christ in every human being. 
“Georgia is a state of lynch-| patricia McGlinn of St. 
ers, P atterson replied. Felicitas Grade School, whose, 
You're a liar,” Lanham! paper received an honorable 
“A mention award in the contest, 
Patterson answered, | brings out the inconsistency o 
black man has no rights that| pace prejudice in a Christian 
a white man is bound to re-|ociety “thusly: ‘ ‘Prejudice 
spect in Georgia. comes from “Noticing”—not 
B Raging, Lanham screamed,!the jndividual worth of the 
You're a liar nigger. If any| person, but the color of skin, 


istate is fair to niggers, it’s shape of lips, or texture of 


s ” 
“ce liar too.” Patter-| 22it: Interracial justice comes 
ou'r lar too, €l-| from “noticing” every human 
son snappea. face as a very special door to 


Lanham got up from his ‘ . 
chair and ran to get at Patter- on — gh which one 


son, shouting, “nigger” and 


The idea of race prejudice’ : 


“vou black son of a bitch.” 


being directed at Christ is 


at getting everything into the | Later Lanhem ‘said. “I was! 

















ith us i 
act, from a beat-out car at th we : Wells for your concern and idn’ brougt out by Rita R 
corner garage, to Teevy’s set A day for Catholic college | thank yeni” Bir, Hughes for said pie ne ee Jonaahiniuen High arechool, 2 <> 
kitten. Our immediate com-| Students, and particularly of-|your answer. The Catholic Patterson countered, “Lan-|Whose essay also received ii 
| 
| 





munity, not to be outdone by | ficers of interracial clubs, is | Interracialist does not use its -|honorable mention: 
Iowa, Indiana, Minnesota, and being arranged for a Saturday | pages to publicize material of ham assumed all the charac “Therefore the hat d 
at : in October. From it hove : .,| teristics of a lyncher turned ore e hate an 
Michigan, has given us some py ee ce ee ee Communists or Communist loose in the hails of the Con-| Vehemence of the name call- 
top-notch counselors. Gene | to get a pooling of ideas and |sympathizers. We hope Mr. ress of the United States.” |ers is directed at Christ. 
Jackson and Ann Marie| Suggestions for better, more | Hughes’ comments will reas- | Patterson later put the|Christ is compelled to wash 
Wadley have been lending|iMteresting clubs, and for|sure Mr. Wells. It is true, “oem P dishes for 0 tloerutl 
thei s ; » | wavs of influen ake whole incident to good meas- les 10 erable wage. 
eir talents in the children’s | W@Y cing opinion 1n | however, that many who are . cot De Christ is mistreated de t 
the general student body. Th , -7, |ure in’a Civil Rights Congress | © eated, made to . BF 
outdoor program. pa date will “on ee 7 opposed to Communism will,| eeting in Harlem in which |live under unhealthful condi- 
GERMAN VISITORS _Jter oe ee oe Fog, ayn a Mayor O'Dwyer, the New |tions, the target of alley trash, 
‘ s to : it 3s o suffe t 
sae constant’ Bos For those who might be /|the party, which is no doubt (ehich potted es eens ignominious death of tie i. 
ing. We find ri oe 8 | planning programs for clubs |very happy to have the sup-|,.4 provided 80 policemen for | €ross, is ‘suffering again, yet 
cate atta ae: y been |e mmuities, and organizations, | posed endorsement of a man the protection of the speakers| We stand aside.” 
sent to stud P eeation s we're offering speakers and/of Mr. Hughes’ stature. We/.14 the prevention fs riot)| The essay contest is an an- 
Pat of cual reaions Dome lead round tale ie fenltht Mr, Hughes should/ang ules“ were verbally [ual sft an the third to be 
as et ee ee |Just call or write the Friend- | to correct the inaccuracies and Cedieoss note: Who says the oie tov tar es © * “ 
thelr first view into Riot mc ship House for all informa- |see that his name is removed|* Communists have to distort ways sonedened with inter- 
cuiishe com vusahiaen in ‘the tion. We ask Transportation |from the lists of any subver-| the truth in their propa-|racial justice. The primar 
words of Fether Geiger of expenses only. sive organization. ganda?) aim of the contest is to mse 2 : 
Stuttgard, it was amazing and ff ation ee ee ————$ teachers, students and ulti- 
e i i $7 or a 1 matel hole famili 
encouraging to find American bountiful harvest and for-a| Students Can Enter College in Delaware = (tits Moca troy ae 
to give up working for pay to| paging aa We thank! In the first suit filed by the;court ruled that Negro stu-| rected social action, and then - fme-- 
work for an ideal. It hits |e nel oe Ee tat | National Association for the | dents Ee ae to integrate with correct 
eco which the See Nhe | deepening of faith that comes Rarennnnans of Colored Peo- caioarelty on the same basis tae ak stone 
e | = 2 . ’ : ° 
government usually get. And | When God in His providence bo _ apy =e of aero as white students. — 
it gives lie to the propaganda | 8¢tS you, His friends, to see | Stucents to a “white” under-| AJ] of the ten plaintiffs in 
our American movies bring to | “S through a crisis. graduate institution of higher |the case, except one, are or 
Germany. | BETTY SCHNEIDER learning, a victory was ac-/have been students at Dela- 
Tatas aii claimed as preparations were| ware State College. The 
Someone has suggested that | God forbid 
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tion which should naturally 


follow. 
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Nuns Change Over 


An entire congregation of 








‘made for the admission of| NAACP pointed out on their 
Negro undergraduates to the) behalf that the accreditation of 
| University of Delaware. Delaware State 








that I 
should make a display 
















a baby show of “second gen- 
eration” F.H.’ers is in order, | 
just so everyone can get ac- | 
quainted with the children of | 
ex-staffers and _ volunteers. 
Three potential candidates | 
joined the ranks this summer. | 
They are Judith Therese | 

















of anything, except the 
cross of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through which 
the world stands cruci- 
fied to me and I to the 
world. Intr. Imprinting 
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| Seitz of the Court of Chancery, 


In a_ thirty-page opinion 
handed down on August 9 by 
Vice Chancellor Collins J. 


the court upheld the conten- 
tion that the facilities offered 
at Delaware State College, a 





withdrawn by the Middle 
States Association of Second- 


had been) anglican nuns, 
been working in the New 


which has 


ary Schools and Colleges, on | Hebrides missions, is now tak- 


the grounds of inferiority in|ing instructions to enter the 
curricula, physical facilities,| Catholic Church. The nuns 
dormi-| wil] remain together 
pious union. They are noted 


library, laboratories, 
tories, and financial support. 


in a 


















Negro institution, “are gross-|The college had never been 7 E 
ly inferior” to those at the|accredited by the Association|for _ their educational and 
‘University of Delaware. The!of American .. Universities.|medical work, = 8 = = _, 


Springer, daughter of Peter |fiof Sacred Stiqmata o 
and Rosemary Grundei Sprin- <4 Francis 7 J 
ger, Christine Marie Barta, of} : 
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Soppicimber, 1950 . 


Harlem 


September is the month in 


Reporter 


which we look back and see a 


whole picture of the summer and look forward to the plan 


for the fall. 


It was a good summer. In some ways it was 


especially blessed. We lived on the daily Providence of God 


—never having the means o 


in advance and more often not more than a day. 


f our keep more than a week 
And yet it 


always came—He does provide. 
After the excitement and fatigue (on the part of the work- 


ers) of the kid’s camp at Blessed Martin’s Farm had levelled | 


itself off the club room opened its door for the summer. 


Cecilia came every morning 
to help Clare Hughes with the 
girls and every afternoon two 
volunteers Bill McVernon and 
Dick Shiner were there for 
the boys. Dick will be going 
back to the Passionist Semi- 
nary and Bill to Fordham but 
he plans to continue his work 
with the kids through the 
winter. We are, in fact, look- 
ing forward to a full fall and 
winter program. 

Bud Gerrity spent a second 
summer with us and became 
even more closely united to 
F.H. He expressed a desire 
to do only hard physical work 
as a change from his winter 
professorial duties so we had 
him swinging boxes in the 
clothing room. A couple of 
times a week he went out with 


Bill McVernon to the Bronx |, 


Terminal market to beg a 


supply of fresh vegetables and |, , 


fruits for us and for families 
in need. Bud felt himself com- 
pletely successful when he 
was able to secure a water- 
melon. Bud has an (inordi- 
nate) attachment to water- 
melon. 

We also had Jack Biddle 
from Ardmore, Penn., with us 
for the greater part of the 
summer. He came to stay only 
a week but lingered for almost 
two months. In all seriousness 
he explained that his brother, 
a student at Harvard, heard 
Muriel Zimmerman give a 
lecture during the winter. 
Being deeply impressed and 
profoundly moved he sent 
brother Jack to work with us. 
We miss Jack. 

Jim Flanagan came from 
Montana for the summer and 
spent part of it at the farm 
and part in the city, and he 
certainly worked in both 
places. For a second summer 
we had Roberto Rocha, from 
Brazil, with us. Roberto held 
classes in the liturgy, taught a 
little theology, helped us to 
sing Mass, and worked hard 
at organizing our library. We 
have an excellent library and 
we are making plans for a 
grand library celebration in 
the early fall to show it off 
and to interest many more 
people in using it. 

The vol’s have been work- 
ing and planning on a new fall 
program with a new system 
of organization. They have for 
some time had a small group 
of the older vols acting as a 
planning committee and now 
they expect to make that 
group more defined with 
certain obligations and duties 
so that they might become 
better apostles and help to 
form others. The volunteers 
are so vital to F.H.—to its day 
by day activities and to the 
long term job of changing 
men’s minds on matters of 
racial justice and social jus- 
tice. Our vols work hard at 
this in their own individual 
environment. 

During August we suspend- 
ed the traditional Monday 
Night Forums and will con- 
tinue the suspension through 
September. Before. October 
comes we will have speakers 
arranged for October, Novem- 
ber, and December, and we 








ee 


will print the schedule in the 
next issue of the paper. We 
will also send it to the people 
who are in our files for receiv- 
ing our notices. If you would 
like to be among those receiv- 
ing notices just let us know. 
Those people who joined the 
staff here last April finish 
their probationary period of 
training at the end of Septem- 
ber and are eligible to be full 
staff-workers. Clare Hughes, 
Dorothy Ellis, Terry McDon- 
ald, ;Jim Fallon, and Pat 
O’Connell have served the 
term. And we have three or 
four more planning to come 
in October. 

Socially ... had a Pay-the- 
Rent Party that was lots of 
fun and did help pay the rent 
. . went on a picnic all day 
one Sunday to Orchard Beach 
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CATHOLIC INTERRACIALIST 


Washington Memo 


Dear Friends, 

If you have been wonder- 
ing, “Does St. Peter Claver 
Center in Washington, D.C., 
have a new house yet?” the 
answer is: “No, not yet, but 
we are still pounding the 
sidewalks looking for one.” 

And if you have been 
wondering, “Did they ever 
get enough money for that 
down payment they were 
talking about?” the answer 
is: “No, not yet, but we are 
still hoping—in you and the 
Holy Ghost.” 

Yours in Christ, 
The Staff, St. Peter Claver 

Center. 





‘John,’ a D. P., Is Now 
Member of ‘FH Family’ 


Johannes Juska came to 
Chicago Friendship House the 
long way. If you’re a frequent 
visitor at the House, you've 
probably seen him painting 
furniture, working in the li- 
brary or playing with the 
neighborhood kids. He’s the 
quiet blond fellow with a 
smile for everyone. To us he’s 
just plain John, and part of 
what he calls “the Friendship 





. on the Feast of the As- 
sumption the staff visited the 
U.N. 

We pray during the Septem- 
ber Ember days that the labor 
of the summer might ripen to 
a full harvest “Regale your- 
selves with rich meat and 
honeyed wine, sharing your 
goods things with those who 
have none...” 

Communion 
Wednesday 
ANNE FOLEY 


Cleveland Most 
ae City, 
Magazine States 


Chicago—Cleveland is the 
most democratic city in the 
country, according to an ar- 
ticle published in Ebony mag- 
azine. 

“Intelligent use of the bal- 
lot by Negro voters, a succes- 
sion of shrewd, farsighted col- 
ored politicians and a long 
time tradition of liberalism 
have combined to make Cleve- 
land the most democratic city 
in the nation,’” says the maga- 
zine. “Through astute utiliza- 
tion of their political power, 
the 110,000 Negroes in the big 
lakefront city have chalked up 
the following astonishing rec- 
ord in the field of race rela- 
tions: 

“1. Cleveland has never had 
a race riot. 

“2. A restrictive covenant 
case involving Negroes has 
never been brought into a 
Cleveland court. 

“3. Cleveland, by establish- 
ing a community relations 
board, became the first Amer- 
ican city to promote inter- 
racial understanding with 
public funds. 

“4, Cleveland is the only 
city in which an FEPC pro- 
gram has been supported by 
the Chamber of Commerce. 

“5. There is virtually no dis- 
crimination in Cleveland’s 
leading white hotels and res- 
taurants. 

“6. No major committee 
formed in committee-con- 
scious Oleveland in the last 20 
eo has failed to include at 
eas 





of Ember 








little misty to us too. 
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House family.” 


John thinks it is good to be| 


part of a family again—he is a 
displaced person from Lithu- 
ania, and has been on the go 
since early in the war. His 
country was overrun alter- 
nately by the Russians and the 
Germans, and finally he was 
forced to go on foot to Ger- 
many to work. After traveling 
around Germany for several 
years—some of which were 
spent in the seminary—John 
became officially listed as a 
D. P., chose to come to Amer- 
ica, and found a Chicagoan to 
sponsor him. A priest sent 
him to .Friendship House 
where he has been since. 

The “great American way” 
must be hard for John to 
adjust to—but he’s trying. 
Race prejudice, as practiced 
in the U.S.A., was unknowfi 
to him before he came here. 
And such minor items of daily 
life as post-midnight bedtime 
(John likes to retire early and 
arise at 3 a.m.), T-shirts, 
painted nails, clouds of ciga- 
rette smoke and other of our 
little Americanisms must be 
equally disturbing. 


Although John has become | 


a part of the “Friendship 


House family,” for him it is) 


only a temporary way of life— 
for his real vocation is to the 
priesthood. As soon as he.is 
accepted, he will enter a mis- 


sionary order in order to carry | 


the Faith to those places 
where God’s name is un- 
known. 

Friendship House has a 
great future before it, John 
said once. It is badly needed, 
and some day will be known 
all over the world. Only now 
it is “too good, too beautiful 
to be recognized by most peo- 
ple. Just as when the Christ 
was on earth, His teachings 
were not accepted by many 
until much later. They were 
too beautiful.” When he fin- 
ished, there were tears in his 
eyes—and things looked a 


The text of the Holy 
Father’s recent Encyclical 
Epistle urges public prayers 





| tion. 
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Washington Reporter 


Way back in May—Ascention Thursday, it was—we hope- 
fully patted some petunia seeds in our window box. And to- 
day when we came to open the Center our first Petunia lifted 
a purple velvet face at us. It made us think, “Gee, time flies 


a petunia.” 


- Remember the night one of the. Volunteers said it takes 
so long for a new Vol to really find out what F.H. is really all 
about. Communists would never be so haphazard about in- 


doctrinating their new blood. So Mary Houston came up with 
our F.H. Clinic, a post-Volunteer meeting session for anybody 
interested in what Friendship House is ... what a Volunteer 
is .. . how we came to be and what we are trying to do. 


CHARITY IS NO “HAND-OUT” 


Then the college girls were going home for the summer and 
brought us armfuls of dresses and shoes (and even one {yr 
wrap) that wouldn’t fit in their trunks. So we departed from 
our usual practice of handling men’s clothing only and staged 
a free rummage for the ladies on Seaton Place, one of Wash- 
ington’s familiar crowded alley streets. 


No rummage sale was ever more of a success if we consider 
how fast we were “sold out.” But it had its lesson, the lesson 
St. Vincent de Paul taught, that its tough to take charity, and 
tough too, to know how to give it. We begin to understand 
it’s only through real deep love that “hand-outs” are even 


tolerable. 
WITH A HI-DE-HO 

Along about June when most sensible people in this town 
look for a cool air-conditioned place to spend the summer, we 
speeded up our square dances from once a month to once a 
week. Our crowds are bigger and better as we give old-fash- 
| ioned barn dance gusto to “Turkey in the Straw” and “Comin’ 
Round the Mountain.” Visitors from Germany, many of them 
German Catholic Youth Leaders, find themselves right at 
home at these shindigs, sometimes, we feel, a little to their 
| own surprise.As though they didn’t expect to find Americans, 
and ww white and Negro together, having good, clean- 
cut fun. 


Reminds us of what Father Godfrey Dieckman, Benedictine 
editor of “Orate Fratres,” told us at our last Day of Recollec- 
tion. When a fellow’s been drinking a little heavy he’s happy; 
he busts out singing; he’s likely to tell the truth about him- 
self; he’s overflowing with love for his fellowmen, would give 
them the shirt off his back; everybody is a pal of his; thee 
gallantry in his soul comes out as he sweeps off his hat and 
holds the door for a lady. 


THEOLOGICALLY DRUNK? 

So the fellow who’s carrying the grace of God under his 
belt acts much in the same way. He’s generous with all he’s 
got, he loves EVERYBODY, he doesn’t bother to put up a 
false front. 


Father told us to “Stay drunk with the Holy Spirit!” We 
hope that explains Square Dances in August. 


Thinking of our Seaton Place kids and their doorways, 
brick sidewalk and narrow street,—their playground, we 
scouted out some summer camps where it might be possible 
to send Negro children for a couple weeks in real country. 
Knowing there are no Interracial camps in Virginia and 
Maryland, most of our letters went to New York State. Many 
camps replied they would be happy to accept Negro campers. 
To the contrary came this reply from one nun: 

“We have never had a Negro child at camp. Were we to 
accept any, we.would forfeit the patronage of our select 
clientele.” 


We've been told there’s going to be a select bunch in heaven 
too, but we wonder if it will be selected on the same basis. 
INTERRACIAL PLAY IS SUCCESS iy: 
Anyway, the Amer. Society Friends came into Rock Creek 








| Park (walking distance from us) and opened a day camp de- 


signedly interracial. About forty-kids from Seaton Place 
went the first two weeks session. The first Saturday in 
August every able bodied youngster the length and breadth 


dogs and races and all that goes with a picnic in Rock Creek 
park. The volunteers of S.P.C.C. were hosts. 


Swimming pools have been open all summer on the,Jnterior 
department’s Integrated basis with no fuss or trouble. Al- 
though white swimmers seemed a little scarce at those pools 
previously considered for whites only, even Anacostia pool, 
the hot spot last summer, boasts about ten per cent integra- 
Not bad for the opening season. 

Now St. Louis, more confident that this problem can be 
solved without bloodshed, seems to be following the Nation’s 
Capitol’s lead. 


WORKSHOPPERS ARRESTED 
The summer Interracial Workshop spent one month Kére 
working on restaurant bias and almost spent tén days in jail. 
They were arrested while standing in line for service at 
Scholl’s. Cafeteria. Later tried in District Court on a Dis- 
orderly Conduct charge, they were convicted and fined 25 





and works of penance to 
placate God, Who is offended 
by grave re. private and public 
to petition a true 

the world. 
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dollars for each of the thirteen arrested, or ten days in jail. 


while the others scoured the town for bail. Latest develop- 
ment: er are re apenting the case, . 
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and things happen in the couple months it takes to bring up_ 


of Seaton Place and some of the mothers turned out for hot — 


Some of them saw_the inside of a prison cell that same night .§ | 
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A CHANGE OF DIRECTION 
SALLY S, CUNNEEN 


Several recent books have consciously exposed what seems 
' to be a growing undercurrent of dissatisfaction with the still 
; ominant liberal-vocational type of education in the Eng- 
ie apeeking world today. In a reissue of an earlier series 
|) of lectures (THE THEORY OF EDUCATION IN THE 
oe? hte. Cc °° © 
} Regnery and Co. 1949). Albert | Millan Co. in this country), 
although it is written by Sir 
|) of education and “training.” | Waiter Moberley, is in fact 
: He contrasts the large number | the outgrowth of several 
1 of electives and the general | years of thought and discus- 
} tendency to specialize in|sion by groups of Protestant 
“diluted scientific subject-| teachers and students in Eng- 
matter” with the “Great Tra-|jand. They are aware of the 
dition” of teaching Greek, | fragmentation in education as 
Latin and Math. He calls the} well as of the influence of the 





which, although he maintains | g narrowly vocational attitude 
that’very few are capable of | to studies, and of the effects 
assimilating it, will produce | of exams which foster a care- 
the necessary elite of mature, | ful clinging to required read- 
responsible men to guide a/ing, They know that few 
democracy safely through dif- students today have the gen- 
ficult times. eral understanding which is 
» In language less austere and |a responsibility of the Chris- 
with somewhat more opti-|tian inasmuch.as it requires 
mism about the numbers of | an integration which is a form 
people capable of being edu-/0f moral growth. But their 
cated, Mortimer Smith also| suggestions go beyond those 
lambasts American educators | of Mr. Nock, Mr. Smith, and 
for their belief that compli-|Mr. Hutchins. Sir Walter 
cated jargon, new systems of Moberley in fact does not 
plumbing and courses in hair-| believe that the return to a 
styling will improve the quali- classical humanistic tradition, 
ty of their graduates. In his; which these men represent, 
* book AND MADLY TEACH |could sufficiently grip and 
(Chicago: Regnery & Co., educate the student of today, 
1949) which rings with per- | who lives in an era of hitherto 
sonal indignation, he deplores | unexperienced unrest. He 
the pragmatic basis of this | calls it “too rarefied, too naive, 
new education which produces | too static, too limited and, in 
men who are capable of earn- | 4 sense, too parasitic : for our 
ing a living while they are urbanized, industrialized and 
morally and culturally puer- | extremely flexible society. 

ile. No path is quicker or; T’he assumption behind 
surer to the loss of personal | such an attitude is that it is! 
freedom and to totalitarianism the duty of the Christian to 
in fact if not in name. }understand the society in 
Both these men present|Which God has placed him, 
aspects of a problem which | and to work out a solution in 
Universities like Harvard, the light of these conditions, 
Chicago, Yale and St. John’s | rather than by an attempt to | 
Annapolis have been groping = a theory to facts it will not 

i rs. (The | ** 
ee oe ee Cohnlis | The fact that Christ is the 


roblem of the Catholic Uni- 
Carsity is a separate one that| Truth and that the Pope can 
is not treated here. In this; make infallible decrees on 
connection Father Leo Ward’s| dogma does not relieve one 
Blueprint For a Catholic Uni- single ‘Christian from the 
obligation to seek out what 


versity carries on the stimu- 
- in| is the truth in his own par- 





6 CATHOLIC INTERRACIALIST 
latter formative knowledge, | homes, which often encourage | 


| ness. 


Se 


selves, He will take exams in| 
stride for he knows that suc- 
cess in them is not their goal 
nor is it a measure of his hu- : f 
|man growth. engineering college neither 
The Christian should ad-|5as, nor is he obtaining, a 
vocate presence of men in the| Catholic mentality. 
| University who represent the; A Catholic mind .can be 
chief intellectual viewpoints.| formed without a knowledge 
The only person to be dis-|of the vast majority of things 


man who hides his point of| busily engaged in teaching. It 
view. It is the false neutrality | should be (but it isn’t) a com- 
which is insidious—that which | monplace that for a Catholic 
ignores for example thie ques-| education not huge institu- 
tion of whether or not God ex- | tions but Catholic teachers are 
ists, and by its very neutrality | nec...ary. Catholic college 
takes a stand, the inevitable| graduates working in a Lay 
consequence of which is that! Apostolate will give ready 
the student believes the ques-| testimony to the fact that as 
tion to be unimportant. For | things stand today an aposto- 
the non-Christian, the ques-|late is a more favorable en- 
tion of God’s existence must | vironment for the formation 
be made a momentous deci-| of a Catholic mind than our 
sion, a challenge. For the . 
Christian, his training must Catholic college campuses. 

include coming face to face} How would this Catholic 
with other ways of thinking.| mind manifest itself? The 
In such a-world as ours, it is Catholic mind would mani- 
the only way that his Chris-| fest itself in a real apprecia- 
tianity will become adult. He} tion of the truth that THIS 
will see that the workings of| LIFE IS A PILGRIMAGE TO 
man and the devil are not} HEAVEN; in a realization of 
simple, that apologetics is not | the wisdom of the advice “Lay 
enough, and more and more | not up to yourselves treasures 


-he will be thrown into the|on earth: where the rust, and 


arms of God for help. He will} moth consume, and where 
not want to use Christianity|thieves break through and 
just as a moral bulwark | steal.” The CATHOLIC MIND 
against anything, for that) would manifest itself in a 
would be to distort its great- deep-seated revulsion in ac- 
cepting the position of mere 

It is through its analysis; cog, whether wage-paid or in- 
and presentation in detail of| dependent, in a society which 
the common ground on which | it had no part in forming and 
Christians and non-Christians| which is unreasonably or- 
can agree that CRISIS IN| dered. Again only at the ex- 
THE UNIVERSITY makes its| pense of doing violence to it- 
most concrete and positive} self could it consent to live an 
contribution towards the re-| individualistic (whether on a 
orientation of the University | personal or family basis) life 
today. There are, it states,|in a secularized society, striv- 
certain assumptions on which | ing for a personal sanctity or 
the University must not be|a mediocre goodness divorced 
neutral. It must, for example, |form.the plight of its fellow- 
consider the things of the|man and its country’s road to 
mind worth pursuing. intense-| hell. The Catholic mind would 
ly. It must be ‘meticulously | instinctively vomit forth from 
accurate in dealing with em-| itself those thousand and one 
pirical evidence. It must be) things whose swallowing by. 
intellectually thorough.  It| the Faithful block the way to 
must approach controversial|a restoration of this world to 
questions with the temper of) Christ its King. It would see 
a judge. It must believe in|as bordering on insanity the 
freedom of thought and publi-| acceptance as normal of the 





ticular environment, his 
own jspecial human rela- 
tionships. To make this 


John Julian Ryan’s earlier 
Idea for a Catholic College, on 
a practical level, and Willis : 
Nuttings articles in COM-| effort is to follow the com- 
MONWEAL suggest further; mand of God the Father to 
experimentation along the| know, to love and to serve 
lines of the Sheil School in| Him in this world. It is the 
Chicago.) By instituting| taking up of the cross daily 
changes in curricula such as| by the whole man. To be a 
fewer electives, core courses,| Christian implies a living, 
summer reading lists, and| 4 Struggling of the whole 
required courses in the hu-| man which is far more than 
manities for students of| @ simple “knowing.” 
science, the secular univer*; What then is the Christian 
sities are attempting to give|to advoeate in this time of 
their graduates a more gen-/|transition in regard to educa- 
eral view of the world and its| tion beyond the changes in 
history. Surely Christians|curricula which are being 
have an especial interest and |inaugurated to stop a frag- 
responsibility in the general | mentation of knowledge and 
reevaluation of the aims of|to encourage the integration 
education, as well as a unique} which is the sign of a mature 
contribution to make towards | person? Sir Walter Moberley 
it. In a secularized age such | and those around him have 
as’ this, however, when even | come to believe that the prime 
the Christian minority tends task of education is that it 
to equate religion with mere | make a student ask himself 
morality, the role of the Chris- | the vital question, “How shall 
tian is not an easy one to|a man live?” As a reformer 
determine. A book has recent-| the Christian is at the same 
ly emerged from England time more modest and more 
gives a convincing bold than the secularist, for 
diagnosis of the chaos in edu- he is aware both of the pres- 
cation refleeting that in so- | ence of sin and of the im- 
ciety today which also at-|mense Providence of. God. 
tempts to point out directions. There are many things that 
in which Christians can move he will want to do. He will 
towards the reintroduction try to encourage closer per- 
of order. CRISIS IN THE | sonal relations between teach- 
UNIVERSITY (STUDENT /ers and students. He will 





cation and preserve these at| present orientation of society 
all times. By doing this it will) away from God. The Catholic 
maintain its character as a|mind would view our society 
University and not as a tool|as a battleground on which 
of any Government or class or} one is duty bound to fight to 
single point of view. This is| restore for oneself and one’s 
its final social responsibility— | fellowman the life we are los- 
to be a University. ing. And, combined with a 
Beyond these assumptions, | Catholic will, it would begin 
the book asserts, our cultural} and carry on ceaselessly this 
heritage presents us with cer-| good fight. A Catholic mind 
tain basic communal values.| would have no reason to fear 
Broadly the first of these may |an atheist professor—it might 
be called the moral law. This|convert him. A sufficient 
includes a belief in reason, a}number of Catholic minds 
keeping of faith and good will. could show incongruities like 
Our western culture inclines|many of our state teachers’ 
us to give activism a high| colleges in their true colors— 
place in our society as well as|as the laughing stock of sane 
to admire wisdom, order and | Men. 
the good life. The Christian} What then is the present sit- 
tradition has contributed a re-| uation? I do not deny that 
gard for justice and respect|there. are today many at- 
for the individual. On all these 
things we can agree, and they 
are enough to give us a com-/ discussion what is their Chris- 
mon moral outlook within the tian duty in their everyday 
| University. Broadly we can/lives. They must be willing 
| see the challenge of the times|to learn from others at the 
|in personalist rather than in|}same time that they teach. 
technical terms. Young people today are not 
To the majority the Chris-|satisfied with conventional 
tian will be a member of a/| phraseology; they must be 
“creative minority” who will} reached in more vital fashion. 
among themselves become a_/It is lay people who have the 
|real community. Acting nei-| obligatien to be part of this 
ther as self-righteous reform-/| renewal of University life. In 
ers nor as a pressure group the field of education as else- 








with astute tactics, these| where Maritain reminds us, 
Christians will instead have| the Christian social renewal 


CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT,|work for more community /as. their object to discover} will be a work of sanctity or 






fh London::1949 Available ‘Mac- ‘life among the students them-| through prayer, worship and it will be n 
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couraged is the “outlaw,” the|that Catholic educators are. 








Catholic Education 


(Continued from page 3) 


tempts at an integration, the 
forming of a truly Catholic 
mind, at various levels of edu- 
cation or that in some in- 
stances, especially at the high 
school level, this attempt is on 
a school-wide basis.I do not 
deny that at almost any Cath- 
olic school through contact 
with a particular teacher or a 
particular author or through 
some other working of Divine 
Providence a student might be 
set on the path forming for 
himself a Catholic mind. In 
any case, I do not deny that 
the Catholic school is the 
place to send one’s child rath- 
er than its secular counter- 
part. What I do deny is that 
what is generally being given 
is a Catholic education. Per- 
haps, I can best convey my 
feeling in this matter by a 
parody on a verse of Chester- 
ton’s: 


Talk about your grads of 
station 


And the good of having them: 
But a Catholic education ... 
Chuck it, Clem. 

It is my firm contention 
that there is in America a suf- 
ficiency of Grace and intel- 
ligence to accomplish the task 
of forming Catholic minds for 
the ultimate Christianization 
of our country if we will only 
give our cooperation to. the 
workings of the Holy Spirit in 
our midst. If we give this co- 
operation, who knows, it may 
be America will make a major 
contribution to the new Sum- 
ma the world is waiting for. 
..One final word on Ameri- 
canism and Catholic educa- 
tion. The patriot is one who 
gives something of himself to 
his country; as we see when 
we consider that the ideal of 
the patriot is the man who 
dies for his coyntry. It will be 
time enough for us Catholics 
to acclaim our patriotism 
when we begin to spill over 
upon our country the treas- 
ures that we hold. I can think 
of nothing less patriotic for a 
Catholic school than to con- 
tinue to ape the secular state 
school system of our Ameri- 
can brothers. 





Airline Pilots Assn. 
Will Not Discriminate 


The Airline Pilots Associa- 
tion, Council 29, AFL, New 
York City, had given assur- 
ance to the Commission that 
all applicants for membership 
would be given equal consid- 
eration and admitted to mem- 
bership on the basis of their 
qualifications, without regard 
to race, creed, color or nation- 
al origin, Edward W. Edwards, 
chairman of the N. Y. State 
Commission Against Discrim- 
ination ,announced. 

The association specifically 
‘agreed not to use photographs 
in considering membership ap- 
plications and to discontinue 
its practice of inquiring into 
the birthplace of such appli- 
cants, 

Membership of Local 29 of 
the Airline Pilots Association 
is employed by the American 
Overseas Airlines. Dr. David 
L. Behncke, President of the 
Airline Pilots Association, In- 
ternational Headquarters, en- 
dorsed the action of the exec- 
utive council of its New York 
affiliate, Local 29. 
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BIG NOISE 


(Continued from page 1) 
alleging no interest because 
the residence was not stated. 

GOOD TEACHER FIRED 
“Colored teachers coming 


sion of Christ should be the 
first, in any part of the world, 
to point aut moral evil, to be 
the first to provide leadership 
and support to the side of 


up for tenure were advised to | justice. In some fields we can 


submit statements of un- 
availability. One was told 
that she would not be hired 
and was being let out for the 
good of the school system 
although her previous rat- 
ings were 86 and 95 in ’48 and 
"49. Her general rating was 
93 and she had acted as as- 
sistant principal. 

“Domestic and factory 
workers have been told by 
their employers to cause no 
trouble and some have been 
dismissed for their views. 
Alton newspapers are hostile 
to the NAACP. Editorials 
have appeared against threat- 
ening the school board, imply- 
ing that Negroes had done so, 
and about not letting sub- 
versives hire meeting halls. 
The reporters have been fair 
to NAACP meetings.” 


ILLINOIS NOT ACTING 





be proud of our leadership in 
this respect. We have stood 
almost alone in this country, 
for example, in opposing di- 
vorce and birth control. But 
when it comes to race rela- 
tions, we must hang our heads 
in shame. All too often it has 
been Catholics who have been 
active in, even led, the ranks 
of the prejudiced, while those 
who have fought for justice 
for the Negro have been 
Protestants, those of no reli- 
gion at all, even atheists. All 
too often, Catholics have be- 
latedly jumped on the band- 
wagon of racial justice, if at 
all. Thank God, we have had 
some Catholic leaders in this 
field, but they have been all 
too few, and they have known 
something of martyrdom at 
the hands of their brethren 
who should be helping them 


It has been pointed out that |instead of hindering them. If 
the state of Illinois is doing | you know a nun or a priest or 
nothing to enforce the Jenkins |a brother who has “stuck his 
Amendment and nearly $300,-| neck out” in this cause, then 
000 has been paid illegally to’) you probably know one who 
the Alton schools. “The Su-|has experienced a little of the 


perintendent asks each school | loneliness and isolation of his|the Catholic Church. 


board director if discrimina- | Master. 
tion exists in his school, and| FOR GOD’S SAKE THINK! 
Christ summarized the ten |Church. They were interested 


notwithstanding the fact that 


colored children walk long | commandments into two: love 
distances to a colored school| of God, and love of neighbor. 
even when they live next door |The essence of Catholicism, 
to a white school, it is alleged | then, is love; it is on the basis 


that no segregation exists. 


of love that we will be granted 


“Mr. Dimes (Alton NAACP) | or denied heaven; and it is 


tald the story of the brutal 
beating of his wife and others 


not enough to love God; we 
must also love our neighbor. 


in his car by white people for |How often we have failed to 


ho apparent reason except 
that they connect him with 
the NAACP and the school 
situation; and the refusal of 
police to arrest the offenders 
or to allow him to swear out 
a warrant until he came with 
a lawyer after which he went 
into court but he and the 
other side dismissed the 
case on the understanding 
that he could later take it up 
in the county court.” 
“* x« * 

There is not much that 
those outside of Alton can do 
about the situation. As usual, 
in such cases, the community 
resents the interference of 
“outsiders” so much that the 
action of those outside of 
Alton might do more harm 
than good. Probably there is 
not much that Alton Catho- 
lics can do directly, since they 
have their own school system. 
But there is plenty that they 
can do indirectly. 
CATHOLICS SHOULD ACT 

The Church has always 
claimed the moral leadership 
of the world. The organiza- 
tion that claims the commis- 
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apply that to the Negro. We 
are like the Pharisees who 
passed up the wounded 
stranger on the road and left 
it to the Samaritan, who. was 
not even a Jew in good stand- 
ing, to bind up his wounds. 
You who have salved your 
consciences with the separate 
but equal rights theory, have 
you ever stopped to think 
that in itself, it implies an 
inferiority contrary to the 
teachings of Catholicism? 
Have you ever stopped to in- 
vestigate the suffering of the 
Negro because of that theory, 
because never, in practice, has 
it resulted in equal rights? Do 
you have any notion of the 


toll it exacts in despair, 
disease, delinquency, crime, 
impossible crowded living 


conditions, break-up of fami- 
lies, divorce? 

A recent report from the 
Holy See, put out by the 
Progagation of the Faith in 
Rome, has this to say: “The 
major obstacle to the conver- 
sion of the American Negro is 
the attitude of white Catholics 
themselves.” And again: “Any 
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The wisdom that is 
worth having is the love 


of God. When she re- 
veals herself face to 


face, men come to love 
ther, seeing her beauty 
and recognizing her 
wondrous power. Intr. 
St. Joseph of Cupertino. 


thought of a wide, general 
conversion of the Negroes to 
the Catholic Church is an illu- 
sion until and unless the at- 
titude of American Catholics 
—clergy .and. laity—is .com- 
pletely purified of approval of 
the segregation policy or of 
the many derivations of edu- 
cational opportunity, of fair 
employment, and of decent 
housing that arise as a result 
of it.” 
Conversions? Hell No! 

The report speaks only of 
the Negroes that are kept out 
of the Church because of the 
prejudices of white Catholics. 
God alone knows how many 
virtuous white non-Catholics 
are kept out of the Church be- 
cause they are scandalized in 
the hypocrisy of Catholics in 
this regard. Clare Boothe 
Luce has remarked that after 
her conversion she _ spent 
much time trying to convince 
her friends of the claims of 
But 
they weren’t interested in in- 
tellectual arguments for the 


only in how her religion 
changed her life. Unfortu- 
nately there are many non- 
Catholics like that. They will 
come into the Church only if 
the lives of Catholics convince 
them that there is something 
special about the Catholic 
Church. 
What a Tragedy! 

One of the tragedies of the 
race relations picture is that it 
is those that love Christ most 
that are proving the biggest 
stumbling blocks to Christ. 
This, is undoubtedly due to 
ignorance, but that does not 
lessen the scandal to the 
Church. For while the Church 
is interpreted through the 
lives of all Catholics, it is 
through these that it is chiefly 
interpreted. And if they are 
prejudiced, the Church suffers 
immeasurably. 

In the early days of the 
Church it was said of the 
Christians: “See how they 
love one another.” It was one 
of the things that brought 
multitudes of .people into the 
Church. Are we, as members 
of the Mystical Body of Christ 
—whether we live in Chicago, 
New York, Podunk or Alton— 
giving that kind of example to 
our fellow citizens? Are Cath- 
olic Negroes allowed to attend 
the nearest Catholic Church 
and the nearest Catholic 
school, and are they well in- 
tegrated in those institutions? 
Do Catholic hospitals accept 
Negroes on an un-segregated 
basis? Do Catholic employers 
hire Negroes if they are qual- 
ified? Are Catholics among 
those who refuse to live next 
to a Negro? Are Catholics 
among those landlords who 
profit from the exorbitant 
rents that can be charged 
Negroes because they must 
live crowded in segregated 
areas where competition for 
living space is keen? Are 
Catholics among those who 
refuse to sit next to a Negro 
in a streetcar or bus unless it 
is the last seat available? 


Church? 












Catholic Action 


Notre Dame Gets The Word 
“To our youth, misled by 
the world’s false values and 
| trapped into admiring as idols 
ithe athletic star and the 
Hollywood actor, we must 
present a hero and heroine 
infinitely more lovable and 
worth imitating, Jesus and 
Mary,” Bishop Thomas J. 
| McDonnell, Auxiliary of New 
| York, told the fourth annual 
Vocation Institute at Notre 
Dame university. 
* a cd 


When the S. S. San Vicente, 
a Philippine cargo ship, eased 
into her Los Angeles berth for 
a six-hour refueling,-the chief 
mate requested that the ship’s 
chandler who came aboard to 
sell sea stores get a priest to 
bless the ship and the men. 
The Rev. Joseph L. Pekarcik 
of Mary Star of the Sea par- 
ish answered the request and 
blessed the ship from stem to 
stern. The priest noticed that 
this was a spiritually-minded 
ship; every cabin had a cruci- 
fix and a picture of Our 
Mother of Perpetual Help; 
and practically all of the men 
carried rosaries. 

~ * & 


“I believe ... that since 
work is the normal and prac- 
tically mecessary means of 
protecting life and liberty, 
and pursuing happiness, then, 
due allowance being made for 
ability and efficiency, the op- 
portunity for work should be 
based, not on a man’s color, 
race or religion, but upon his 
basic rights as a creature of 
God,” said His Excellency 
Edmond J. FitzMaurice, 
Bishop of Wilmington. 

*+._ *+ * 

Natchez, © Missippi,. and 
Hartford, Conn., for the first 
time have priests of color... . 
The Catholic Daughters of 
America assembled at their 
22nd Biennial State Conven- 
tion went on record as reaf- 
firming their devotion to the 
Catholic doctrine of the 
Brotherhood of man under the 
Fatherhood of God and (2) 
supporting all legitimate at- 
tempts to insure the protection 
of the rights of all men, re- 
gardless of race, calor, creed 
,or national origin. 

*« * * 


More than 400 adults were 
baptized during the 1950 Len- 
ten season, a missioner in the 
South China Diocese of Kay- 
ing, headed by Maryknoll 
Bishop Francis X. Ford, re- 
ports. The co-operation of 
laymen in the conversion apos- 
tolate has won high praise 
from the Bishop of a Mongo- 
lian diocese. Despite the risks 
entailed in religious propa- 
ganda work, these lay Catho- 
lics, many of them recent con- 
verts, have given a remark- 


able example of zeal and cour-| 


age, he declared. “Their work 
is the reason for being opti- 
mistic in the face of the great 
hardships and an uncertain 
future,” the Bishop said. 


* * &* 


Racial prejudice was a topic 
on the program of the 14th 
national convention of the 
Catholic Students’ Mission 
Crusade which was held from 
August 24 to 27th at the Uni- 
versity of Notre Dame. The 
Catholic Students’ Mission 
Crusade has been on record 
since the eighth national con- 
ference held in 1933, to extend 
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Convert KKK Chaplain Is 
Buried With Mass 


In Jersey City, New Jersey, 


sixty eight year old Joseph ~ 


Young, onetime national 
chaplain of the Klu Klux Klan 


died and was buried with a 
Mass from St. Aedan’s church, — 
‘where he was received as @ 
|Catholic in 1948. He had been 
planning a lecture tour in the 
| South 


against the Klan, 
Young was a native of Texas, 
a former Baptist minister who 
served as national chaplain of 
the KKK in the 1920s. 


* * * 


Author Gene Fowler was re- 
ceived into the ae 
Church, in Denver, Colorado, 
“I long have wanted to be re- 
ceived into the True Church, 
My decision was not a sudden, 
emotional everit. Also, I did 
not wish to be a ‘deathbed 
Catholic’. I am now 60, and 
perhaps I can work in a small 
way to earn my right to be a 
son of that Church,” he said. - 


’. * * 


Mrs. Oksana Kasenkina, 
who became a Catholic fol- 
lowing her famous leap to 
freedom from a window of the 
Russian consulate in New 
York on August 19, 1948, is 
writing a novel about Joseph 
Stalin. “It will be entitled 
‘The Red Devil,’” Mrs. Kasen- 
kina said. “Of course the red 
devil is Stalin. Who else?” 


-_ * * 


A recent news story began 
thus: “The number of Cath- 
olic nursing schools in the U:S, 
that admit qualified Negro ap- 
plicants increased from 
cent at the end of 194849 
school year to 48 per cent at 
the end of the 1949-50 school 
year.” Shouldn’t the second 
paragraph begin like this: 
“The number of nursing 
schools in the U. S. pretending 
to be Catholic that disqualified 
Negro applicants has decreas- 
ed from such and such a per- 
centage”? 

* * * 

From the Vatican City come 
word that the term “encycli- 
cal letter” is used for Papal 
pronouncements predominant- 
ly doctrinal in character; the 
term “encyclical epistle” is 
applied to a Papal circular 
that is an exhortation concern- 
ing particular events, needs, 
or devotions. In making this 
distinction Vatican officials 
noted that an encyclical letter 
is generally lengthy, solemn 
in tone, and detailed in*tdfi- 
tent. An encyclical epistle 
differs because it is much 
shorter. 

> * * 

Archbishop Carlo Mario de 
la Torre of Quito, Ecuador, 
who had visited Rome for the 
canonization of St. Mariana of 
Jesus, recently went to Jeru- 
salem as a guest of the Israeli 
government. He visited Chief 





| Rabbi Doctor Isaac H. Herzog, 


* * * 


Mrs. Mabel Thomas, a con- 
vert of 17 years, has been God- 
mother to 168 men and women 
converts during all those 

|years. She was chosen “Cath- 

olic Mother” of Queen of the 

Angels parish in NewarkpNJ, 
7” * * 


A Catholic woman or girl of 
the Diocese of Lafayette, 
Louisiana, who enters a bath- 
ing beauty contest will be 
required a —— her 
pastor to make public apology 
to the congregation in her 


facilities |name before she will be ad- 
M. McINTYRE, ; (to qualified Megrees.;.. | mitted to the sacraments. 
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Education 


olic missionary pioneers are 
blazing new educational trails 
for underprivileged colored 
children of all faiths. In a 
great many areas, Catholic 
primary and secondary 
schools have been built, and 
are being built, that are mod- 
ern in every detail. In these 
areas, colored children are 
now receiving a_ first-class 


education that will fully equip | 


them for American and world 
citizenship. 

This excellent work is se- 
verely handicapped by the 
traditional indifference of 
many parts of the South to 
THe educational needs of the 
colored population. It is 
handicapped by lack of funds 
and by the ignorance and 
apathy of the laity generally. 
Bishop R. O. Gerow of Nat- 
chez is authority for the state- 
ment that there are more than 
twice as many Catholics in 
Africa than in Mississippi. 

The superiority of our Cath- 
olic educational system is rec- 
ognized everywhere through- 
out the South. A wonderful 
opportunity and _ challenge 
confronts us, here and now, to 
multiply Catholic schools for 
colored children of all faiths. 
The Korean war is an alarm 
signal that time is running 
out. 

Communism is threatening 
to engulf the world. But a 
still greater menace, in the 
words of Father John La- 
Farge, is our own apathy and 
irresponsibility, since the ene- 
my of the human race works 

edbxough spiritual chaos and in 
a social vacuum. The time for 
social and interracial justice is 
now. The time for the human 
race to lift up its hope is now. 
Our country’s great oppor- 
tunity is now. 

It is rather silly to criticize 
the South for not providing 
educational opportunities for 
colored youth when the north- 
ern record is so spotty. The 
Catholic problem in the South 
is to build and staff an ade- 
quate number of Catholic 
schools. The problem in the 


_ North is to see to it that col- 


ored children share fully in 
the Catholic educational op- 
portunities that are already 
available, or will soon be 
available. The process of in- 
tegration is moving ahead 
slowly on all educational 
levels. The Korean crisis 
should accelerate this inter- 
“ratial process in all Catholic 
parochial schools, high 
schools, and colleges. 

In the general field of 
American education, the out- 

-look is very dismal indeed. 
The Korean war marks the 
end of an epoch. 

American educators used to 
be very dogmatic. They held 
to the principle that “To teach 
is to affirm.” They presented 
interpretations that, in their 
totality, constituted a philos- 
ophy of life. It was a bogus 
this-world philosoply; but 
er were very positive about 
it. 

What was taught in the 
classroom, however, came to 
se more and more contra- 
dicted by what was transpir- 
ing in the world outside the 
classroom window. It became 
evident that the cynical scep- 
tical scientific spirit was fail- 


number of very practical indi- 


vidual, social, national and|same awful plight. An atom|time to begin this great 


international problems. 


... Lrecent years, ,9s a conse- 


CATHOLIC INTERRACIALIST 


and Korea 


(Continued from page 1) 


‘quence, American educators 
have lost much of their posi- 
tive manner. Everything, they 
now say, is relative. They are 
no longer certain about any- 
thing. They have no absolute 
values. Today their instruc- 
tion is largely based on the 
principle “To teach is to put 
problems.” 

The point has now been 
reached where American edu- 
cators believe, rather hesitat- 





do a great deal of his own 
| thinking and choosing. Intel- 
‘lectual history has become, to 
‘use Alfred North Whitehead’s 
pregnant phrase, an “adven- 
ture of ideas” for anyone who 
will embark on it. But human 


thought, without revelation, | 


is a history of contradictions. 
A great many students have 
indeed embarked on_ the 
course suggested to them, 
without proper guidance or di- 
rection, and have become 
hopelessly confused. Profes- 
sors and students in many of 
our large secular universities 
now share the same all-em- 
bracing befuddlement about 
everything. 

It is generally admitted that 
any student, given sufficient 
time, can dig up any required 
number of facts. But he was 
accustomed to look to his 
teacher for a correct interpre- 
tation of the facts he had 
gathered. The average Amer- 
ican professor’s reaction was 
that, in some fields, such as 
natural science, there exists 
a score of theories that are 
known by all who work in the 
field. This is not so in the 
fields of philosophy, theology, 
history, literature, and art, 
where it is plain that men of 
education and taste do differ 
widely. The American college 
professor therefore decided 
that the educational process 
should resemble a cafeteria. 
He would dish up a number of 
plausible interpretations or 
generalizations; the student 
would make a selection of 
what pleased him. 

The contemporary student 
is being given every encour- 
agement to think for himself 
by professors who have lost 
all confidence in the power of 
reason, if there is such a thing 
as reason, to arrive at truth, 
if there is such a thing as 
truth. 


Nobody has ever held that 
the professor should do all the 
thinking for his students. He 
does have the responsibility 
for guiding and directing their 
investigations. But today the 
students seem to be doing all 
the thinking, such as it is, for 
their jittery and depressed 
professors. 

The Korean crisis has been 
a severe shock to many rela- 
tivist professors. It has raised 
such distressing questions as 
the problem of absolute norms 
or standards of right and 
wrong, true and false, aggres- 
sion and defense, totalitari- 
anism and democracy. Even 
Henry Wallace had a sudden 
conversion to common sense. 
It remains to be seen whether 
American educators will be 
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able to find their bearings 
again in this very disordered 
world. 

Those who idolized science 
and the scientific method are 


. ing to solve an increasing | having a hard time of it. The 


entire world today is in the 


| bomb, by design or .accident, 
may fall, anywhere at any 


ingly, that the student should | 


é . . . > 
Education in Review 
“ , . superintendents, prin- 
cipals and teachers from 
seventy schools in twenty- 
eight states came to Columbia 
University’s Teachers College 
on Aug. 2 to work with the 
staff of the Citizenship Edu- 
cation Project ... The Carne- 
gie Corporation contributed 
$450,000 to get the program 
started ... In actual practice, 
the program brought concrete 
results ... A group of stu- 
dents in a citizenship class in 
| South Orange-Maplewood met 
with the Town Council to find 
out why a proposed youth 
| center had never materialized. 
The council asked the stu- 
dents to make a study of the 
need for the center ... In 
other communities, students 
have... investigated whether 
there was a need for a public 
housing program.” 
Education In Review, The 
New York Times, Aug. 13. 
Junior, Junior, what’s this I’m 
hearing 
A half a million more today 
So you can see where a hous- 
ing need is 
And when you want more 
room for play. 
Ah, Junior, Lad, the news is 
cheering 
Though granddad blush as 
well he may 
They only taught him what a 
man is 
And that, of course, for much 
less pay. 








time. Nothing on this earth 
can rid us of the mortal fear 
of an atomic explosion. Thus 
the Korean crisis, and the 
probability of an atomic war 
with Russia, has underscored 
the bankruptcy of a philoso- 
phy that concentrated all at- 
tention upon the transitory 
things of this world and de- 
nied Absolute Being. 

The Catholic educational 
system today has a great 
many defects, most of them 
borrowed from secular institu- 
tions. It has not measured up 
to the intellectual challenge 
of our time. It has produced 
few top-flight scholars and 
fewer lay apostles. Its in- 
fluence on American life is 
negligible. 

Yet for all its passing de- 
ficiencies, the Catholic educa- 
tional system has consistently 
championed all those Chris- 
tian and human values which 
are today in such grave 
jeopardy. Or the céTlege and 
university level, it has re- 
mained steadfastly loyal to 
those studies and methods 
which are truly liberal, which 
develop the highest gifts of 
man, which prepare him for 
his life’s work, and which 
conserve, transmit, and extend 
our common heritage of good- 
ness and truth. It has always 
held with Cardinal Newman 
that learning must be an in- 
strument of virtue and that 
the mind must be formed 
before being used. 

There is a crying need in 
th- United States for alert and 
dedicated Catholic educators 
who will transform Cathclic 
institutions of higher learning 
into dynamic centers of Chris- 
tian culture. In the battle for | 
men’s minds which is raging | 
everywhere today, Catholic 
colleges and universities have | 
a key role to play in the| 
gigantic task of restoring 





all things in Christ. The’ 


intellectual apostolate is now. | 


JOHN J.,O;CONNOR, PhD.. 
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Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, 
Hindu, Mohammedan, Sikh, 
Greek Orthodox and “none.” 

Social and personal prob- 
lems were acute chiefly among 
victims of racial prejudice. 
These students will carry 
bitter memories of humilia- 
tion and injustice to such 
decisive sections of the world 
as China, India, Burma, Iran, 
Egypt, Brazil. Consider some 
actual experiences. 

Mani is a Hindu, a chemis- 
try student from Calcutta. His 
family has been prominent for 
generations. Mani has none of 
the financial difficulties which 
beset so many foreign stu- 
dents, but when he came here 
to study at an eastern univer- 
sity he soon encountered one 
problem that was all too famil- 
iar. It happened on a week- 
end visit to our national’s 
capital. 

After an exciting day spent 
at the Capitol, the White 
House, the memorials to Lin- 
coln, Jefferson and Washing- 
ton, Mani went into a fashion- 
able restaurant for an early 
dinner. He was refused serv- 
ice. 

Race and color problems 
were not covered by specific 
items on the questionnaire, 
but were raised by the stu- 
dents themselves in response 
to inquiries about such mat- 
ters as housing, employment 
and “dates.” 

Many students were utterly 
bewildered by the color prej- 
udice they encountered in this 
country. Others had passed 
this stage, and were caustic in 
their responses: 

“One cannot examine the 
position of the non-Caucasian 
student in the United States 
without coming swiftly to the 
conclusion that the economic 
and social problems cannot be 
symptomatically treated by 
themselves. A measure of re- 
lief can be achieved by  in- 
creasing the contacts between 
foreign students and above- 
average Americans. Surely, if 
there are any enlightened 
Americans they should be 
found in and around universi- 
ties. We meet too few of these 
few.” 

Housing problems also ran- 
kled. A student from the Mid- 
dle East offered several sug- 
gestions: 

“I propose,” he wrote, “that 
adequate housing quarters be 
provided for foreign students 
who are not white; that better 
facilities for entertainment of 
all foreign students be made; 
and that the majority of Amer- 
icans be given lectures on (a) 
narrow-mindedness and (b) 
race and color prejudice.” 

And here is a conclusion 
that no intelligent American 
would want a student visitor 
to take back to his own coun- 
try in the Far East: 

“Due to experiences both on 
and off campus, our impres- 
sion of a liberal and tolerant 
United States has completely 
faded. Our experiences when 
we went room hunting: were 
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VISITORS 
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us as if we were not made of 
flesh and blood. This country 
makes us cold and bitter and 
cynical, and impresses us that 
all the talk about equality, 
freedom, and the ‘American 
way of life’ is a big farce, a 
mighty fake.” 


Cross Currents 


CROSS CURRENTS, a new 
quarterly Review which will 
explore the “implications of 
Christianity for our times,” 
because the “most profound 
and dynamic examples of 
Christian thought today are 
scattered in publications 
throughout the world and have 
no single organ of expres- 
sion in this country.” Cross 
Currents is designed to fill 
this need. Its primary func- 
tion willbe to reprint, not 
digest, outstanding articles 
from foreign and out-of-the- 
way sources which will in- 
dicate the relevance of reli- 
gion to the intellectual life. 

The idea of the magazine 
first came from a group of 
Catholic teachers and grad- 
uate students with the inten- 
tion of being of service to an 
educated general audience “in 
breaking ‘down some of the 
academic and spiritual isola- 
tion that persists in America.” 
The editors ask the coopera- 
tion of all men who have come 
to realize that there is “no 
purely human solution for the 
evil they have encountered in 
our society.” 

The editors of Cross Cur- 
rents accept the primacy of 
the spiritual and will be en- 
gaged in the secular order and 
will cooperate with groups 
striving to “transform social 
institutions in accordance with 
the requirements of justice 
and charity.” Articles. by 
Emmanuel Mounier, Emil 
Brunner, Henri De Lubac, 
Nicolas Berdyaev, Jean Danie- 
lou, Karl Barth and Gabriel 
Marcel are expected to be 
used in the early issues. 

Classified as an editor is 
Sally S. Cunneen who 
contributed the article “A 
CHANCE OF DIRECTION” 
appearing on page 6 of this 
issue. Subscription price is 
listed at $3.00 and is payable 
to CROSS CURRENTS, 420 
W. 118th St., New York 27, 


N. Y. 

Althea Gibson came within 
one game of upsetting the 
veteran international tennis 
star Louise Brough in the 
national women’s tennis 
championship. Miss Gibson, 
who hails from Harlem was 
playing in her first national 
women’s championship... 
Two- white players were 
signed for the Chicago Giants 
of the Negro American 
League ... Sugar Ray Robin- 
son donated all except a dollar 
bill of his share of the bout 
with Charlie Fusari to the 


pitiable. The people looked at Runyon Cancer fund 







The time will surely come when men will grow 
tired of sound doctrine, 
something fresh; and so they will provide them- 
selves with a continuous succession of new teach- 
ers, as the wind takes them, turning a deaf ear to 
the truth, bestowing their attentions on fables 
instead. It is for thee to be on the watch.... 


_ Epistle from the Mass for a Doctor of Church. 
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